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If you’ve driven down Church Street
in the past month or so, you may have
noticed a new fixture at St. Mark’s
Episcopal Church. A charming, wellconstructed wooden box with a
windowed door has been mounted on
sturdy wooden legs and placed on the
church’s front lawn.
Natural curiosity almost demands
that most passersby at least slow down
for a second glance at the box. Others
may have been intrigued enough to park and investigate.
This specially designed, hand-crafted structure is a Li’l Blessing Box. Its
purpose is to provide a great way for neighbors to help neighbors.
In life, some folks may never be called, or may never respond to a calling, to
tackle huge projects or to radically transform the world in which they live. But
all of us can—and, in fact, have a responsibility to—give back and help our
neighbors. The Li’l Blessing Box is just one more way that can happen.
[LI’L BLESSING BOX continued on page 3]

Blessing Box Bunco begins
To aid in our service project of keeping our Li’l Blessing Box (small food
pantry) full, we are hosting a monthly Bunco party on the 2nd Monday of the
month in our Parish Hall. We will accept donations of up to $10 (or more
should you feel led), or you are welcome to just bring some non-perishable
food for the box. We try to have healthy food for our young neighborhood
children in addition to food that will supplement our local Bradford County
Ecumenical Food Pantry.
[BLESSING BOX BUNCO continued on page 3]

Grill ‘n’ Chill with family & friends
Please join us for fun and fellowship at the
next Grill 'n' Chill February 16 at 6:00pm.
Just bring your choice of meat and/or
veggies, and we'll grill it for you. Sides and
beverages will be provided. Look forward to
seeing you there!! A Grill 'n' Chill is planned for the second Wednesday of
each month at 6:00pm unless otherwise noted.
The December Grill ‘n’ Chill was well-attended with about 30 present. Our
Christmas tree was decorated, and familiar
Christmas carols were played and sung. Numbers
were not that high at the January Grill ‘n’ Chill,
but we did have several visitors in attendance.

The Deacon’s Bench
Linda Brondsted, Deacon

Grace and peace to each one of you. How grateful I am and have been for our precious parish
family, as we navigate our way through this challenging time together, and as we begin to gather
more in worship and fellowship. We need each other.
I am thankful for the group that gathered to study the Book of Philippians during the Sunday
school hour for the past several months and anticipate that we will be able to begin a new study
soon.
During Advent, with the help of Barbara Noegel,
Marianne O’Neill, and members of the Altar Guild,
Marianne and I took Holy Communion to a number of
parishioners who are unable to attend church at this time.
We were warmly welcomed and will continue this ministry
as they, and we, are able. Please contact me or the parish
office if you would like such a visit!
Peace!
Deacon Linda

A note from your senior warden:
As a new year begins, I find myself reflecting and very grateful for the many blessings of this life.
Even with the continuing COVID mutations and infection rates again climbing, most of us have
avoided serious illness. Our church has not missed a worship service since March 2020 when the
outbreak began in this country, and only a week was needed to find new and safer ways to worship.
Many continue to gather in small groups or stay home and follow us with the live or recorded
broadcasts. Our church website (www.StMarksStarke.org) has been renewed and features the most
recent broadcast for easy access, with older ones accessible. Our Facebook page is continually
updated. More is planned to upgrade the audio and video, recognizing that this was an unused tool
until forced to find alternative ways of worship!
Buildings and grounds have been maintained, with fresh paint, expanded storm water drainage,
sidewalk improvements, etc. New handrails have been constructed to improve safety when climbing
the steps to the altar rail. The heat pumps are scheduled for replacement later this month, as the old
ones have outlived their efficient lives.
All this is only possible because of your continued support for St Mark's. Thank YOU!
Next month, on February 6, we will gather for our annual Parish meeting to review each ministry
and to elect new vestry members and delegates for the next diocese convention, while enjoying a hot
lunch with our fellow parishioners.
May we all be appreciative for the gifts God has given!

- Clay

Search Committee Update
Last September, the Vestry decided St. Mark’s needed a part-time
Rector, not a Supply Priest, who would work approximately 20 hours
per week. This Rector would be available for various activities during
the week as well as Sundays. Hence, a Search Committee was
established to begin the process of finding a new Rector.
The members selected to serve on this committee are: Bob Tickel,
Chairman; Sharon DeWitt; Marianne O’Neill; and Elzie Sanders. The committee has
completed all the information required by our Diocese for the job opening, and the job
posting was done the first week of 2022.
Please pray God will send us a suitable candidate to be our new part-time Rector and
pray for our Search Committee as we consider any applicants to recommend to our Vestry.
If anyone has questions or suggestions for our Search Committee, please feel free to
contact any of the committee members shown above.
Faithfully,
Bob Tickel, Chairman

Episcopal Church Women & Daughters of the King
Daughters of the King (DOK) is a
world wide Anglican prayer, service and
evangelism group. Our group at St.
Mark’s is the Mary Magdalene chapter of
the Diocese of Florida. We meet for
morning prayer and lunch every 4th
Tuesday at 12 noon in the Education building.
Our current service project is the Blessing Box (see feature article). We
maintain a prayer list and pray for our church, parish members, and others
brought to our attention. If you are interested in attending any of our
[ECW & DOK continued on page 3]

[LI’L BLESSING BOX continued from page 1]
While the box is designed to help those in need, community members are
invited to stop by and pick up a canned veggie or other item they may have
forgotten for dinner. If there is anything in your home pantry that you
wonder why you bought at the grocery store or if you purchased too many of
one item, just bring your extras by the box and place them in there. Those
items may be exactly what someone else will stop by the box to pick up.
The Li’l Blessing Box is a service project of the St. Mark’s chapter of
Daughters of The King. The DOK members welcome the entire community to
“give what you can” and “take what you need.” In fact, you’ll see those exact
words colorfully painted on the side of the box.
In times of extreme need, little free pantries often assist those who are
unable to meet their everyday needs. They may also provide after-school
snacks for neighborhood children.
As you participate in this worthwhile exchange, you might feel even
warmer and fuzzier to know that these boxes have become part of a
nationwide movement.
These little free pantries, like the Li’l Blessing Box, are not regulated by
the same rules that regulate food banks. They are small and cannot hold
large quantities of stock. The box is designed to supplement, not replace,
trips to grocery stores or existing food banks.
The Li’l Blessing Box is not refrigerated, but after you have checked the
expiration dates on your contributions, any nonperishable products are
welcome additions. The following are some suggested food items: any canned
food; dry pasta; spaghetti sauce; rice; beans; cereals; packaged crackers;
juice boxes; granola bars; and snacks that will not melt.
If you have any questions about the Blessing Box or about St. Mark’s
Episcopal Church, please don’t hesitate to call the church office at
(904) 964-6126. The St. Mark’s church family wholeheartedly welcomes any
and all to join them for service Sunday mornings at 10:30am.
[BUNCO continued from page 1]
Bunco is an easy, fun dice game requiring little skill and more luck. Our
first Bunco Party was Monday, January 10, 2022. Our theme was Happy
New Year 2022. Seventeen people attended, and Kim Box (our parish
secretary, assisted by Sam, her 7-year-old grandson) was the big winner,
taking home a microwave popcorn popper as her prize.
We will play Bunco again February 14 at 6:00pm and hope that even more
players will show up for fun & fellowship. Light refreshments and beverages
are served. If anyone has questions about playing Bunco or helping us feed
our neighbors, please contact Marianne O’Neill at (352) 235-2200.

[ECW & DOK continued from page 2]
meetings, you are always welcome. If you are interested in becoming a
Daughter of the King you may contact the president, Marianne O’Neill, at
(352) 235-2200.
All women in the church are considered Episcopal Church Women
(ECW). Therefore, our DOK members are all ECW members. We have not
had a formal ECW group for a while but now have a member interested in
leading the group. We met on January 9 and formally selected Jennifer Luke
as the new ECW president. Our first task is planning for the Pancake
Supper prior to Lent.

1/23/22 Chapel Dinner, 4pm
1/25/22 DOK Meeting, 1pm
1/29/22 Diocese Convention @ Camp Weed
2/06/22 Annual Parish Meeting, Noon (Lunch provided)
2/09/22 Community Grill ‘n’ Chill, 6pm
2/13/22 Vestry Meeting (New Appointments)
2/14/22 Bunco, 6pm
2/22/22 DOK Meeting, 1pm
2/27/22 Chapel Dinner, 4pm

